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“Songs of Joy” refers to the overall feeling of the songs on this album.
My recordings and performances always feature eclectic contrasts of
musical styles and this recording is no exception. The difference is | tried to
push the envelope much more this fime resulting in each song having a very
different emotion. | made it my mission to connect directly with the listener
in each song that | played, to go directly to their soul and touch their heart.
The one emotion that unites all the songs is one of JOY.

When the pandemic started, | decided | would compose every day and as
aresult | came up with five new original compositions which are all included
here. | also recorded six songs composed by other musicians but in doing so
| chose them very carefully to fit with the feeling of the album. | specifically
chose the songs because of their meaning to me and when | performed
them, as always, | made them my own. The one thing | tfried to keep intact
though was the original emotion of the song and why it spoke so deeply to
me. | put aside any agenda and listened carefully, leftting the songs play
themselves instead of inserting my ideas or trying to impress the listener with
my own playing.

To me, this album conveys just as many different emotions as it does
contrasting styles of compositions. | drew my improvisation with inspirafion
that already existed in the songs and my hope is that you will hear the
overwhelming feeling of JOY that | felt in making this music.
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Recorded and mixed by Matt Hayes at Wellspring Sound Studios in Acton, MA.
Mastered by Toby Mountain at Northeastern Digital.
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