


Yoko Miwa piano
Will Slater acoustic bass
Scott Goulding drums
Brad Barrett acoustic bass (track 11)

Produced by Yoko Miwa
Executive Producer: Martin Hummel

01	F EEDOM 06:19
	 (Richie Havens)

02	LA GO DESOLATO 06:43
	 (Yoko Miwa)

03	SONG OF JOY 06:32
	 (Billy Preston)

04	SMALL TALK 04:23
	 (Yoko Miwa)

05	THE LONELY HOU S 05:16
	 (Yoko Miwa)

06	NO P OBLEM 06:12
	 (Duke Jordan)

07	THE  AINBI DS 06:35
	 (Yoko Miwa)

08	THINK OF ONE 08:03
	 (Thelonious Monk)

09	INSIDE A D EAM 06:01
	 (Yoko Miwa)

10	TONY’S BLUES 06:23
	 (Tony Germain)

11	BABE I’M GONNA LEAVE YOU 08:26
	 (Anne Bredon)

	 Total 70:53





“Songs of Joy” refers to the overall feeling of the songs on this album.  
My recordings and performances always feature eclectic contrasts of 
musical styles and this recording is no exception. The difference is I tried to 
push the envelope much more this time resulting in each song having a very 
different emotion. I made it my mission to connect directly with the listener 
in each song that I played, to go directly to their soul and touch their heart. 
The one emotion that unites all the songs is one of JOY. 

When the pandemic started, I decided I would compose every day and as 
a result I came up with five new original compositions which are all included 
here. I also recorded six songs composed by other musicians but in doing so 
I chose them very carefully to fit with the feeling of the album. I specifically 
chose the songs because of their meaning to me and when I performed 
them, as always, I made them my own. The one thing I tried to keep intact 
though was the original emotion of the song and why it spoke so deeply to 
me. I put aside any agenda and listened carefully, letting the songs play 
themselves instead of inserting my ideas or trying to impress the listener with 
my own playing.

To me, this album conveys just as many different emotions as it does 
contrasting styles of compositions. I drew my improvisation with inspiration 
that already existed in the songs and my hope is that you will hear the 
overwhelming feeling of JOY that I felt in making this music. 

Yoko Miwa





Special thanks to Laura Hess Hay Jamal, Ellora Management, Ahmad Jamal, 
Martin Hummel, Ubuntu Music, Ann Braithwaite, Mark Elf, Yamaha Pianos, 
Yamaha Entertainment Group, Bonnie Barrett, Chris Lee, Eiji, Belinda Moss, 
Arthur Dahl, Fred Taylor, Bob Blumenthal, Eric Jackson, Jon Garelick, George 
Garzone, Jamme Chantler, Sheila Jordan, Gianni Valenti, Harry Schnipper, 
Keanna Faircloth, Tessil Collins, Fred Mudge, Tony Germain, Ben Goulding, 
David DeRosa, Dave Habeeb, Berklee College of Music, WGBH, WBGO, 
WICN, The Mad Monkfish, Janice Tsai, Jason Crane, Matt Hayes, Caroline 
Alden, Makia Matsumura, Paul Francis, Sarah Hagan, Zildjian Cymbals, 
Canopus Drums, Will Slater, Brad Barrett, Scott Goulding, Edamame, Chukka, 
and most of all to my family and friends and my angel Bunny!

Recorded and mixed by Matt Hayes at Wellspring Sound Studios in Acton, MA.
Mastered by Toby Mountain at Northeastern Digital.
Produced by Yoko Miwa.
Executive Producer: Martin Hummel.

Photos of Yoko Miwa by Chris Lee.

Photos of Will Slater and Scott Goulding by Caroline Alden.

Yoko Miwa is a Yamaha Piano Artist.
Scott Goulding plays Canopus Drums.


